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OCS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  I               
   

 
 
The selections used in the OCS English Language Arts 
common exams are not released as these selections may 
be used in future common exams. Only the constructed 
response items are released. 
 
 

1    How does the author’s choice of words in the last five paragraphs  
highlight the tone of the conclusion? Include one example from the text 
to support your answer.

 
 
 

  
  

2    What effect is created by the poet’s choice to end the poem with two 
rhetorical questions? Include one example from the text to support your 
answer. 

 

 

3.  At this time, tsunamis cannot be predicted. Describe one financial benefit 
 to being able to predict the arrival path of a tsunami. Include one 
 example from the text to support your answer. 
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1. How does the author’s choice of words in the last five paragraphs 
highlight the tone of the conclusion? Include one example from the text 
to support your answer.

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements of a level 2 performance 

Score 2 
Clearly and coherently describes how the author’s word choice highlights the tone of the conclusion;  
Supports answer with one relevant example from the text 

 
 
 
 

2. What effect is created by the poet’s choice to end the poem with two 
rhetorical questions? Include one example from the text to support your 
answer.

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements of a level 2 performance 

Score 2 
Clearly and coherently identifies the effect that is created by the poet’s choice to end the poem with two 
rhetorical questions;  
Supports answer with one relevant example from the text 

 
 
 
 

3. At this time, tsunamis cannot be predicted. Describe one financial benefit 
to being able to predict the arrival path of a tsunami. Include one 
example from the text to support your answer.

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements of a level 2 performance 

Score 2 
Clearly and coherently describes one financial benefit of tsunami prediction;  
Supports answer with one relevant example from the text 
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The selections used in the OCS English Language Arts 
common exams are not released as these selections may 
be used in future common exams. Only the constructed 
response items are released. 
 
 
The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 

 
1. Write your answer on separate paper. 

 
2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 

 

1 Read the news article below and write a summary of the information 
presented. Include at least 2 details that explain why the article is 
important. 

 Hutchinson County Exploratory Center has announced its grand 
opening festival for this weekend. The much-anticipated opening has 
been delayed for several weeks because of heavy rain, as much of the 
outside finishing work could not be completed. For example, three 
recently planted flower garden arrangements were destroyed by mud 
and had to be replaced. Matt Jennings, general manager, says that the 
process has had some frustrating hurdles to clear, but that it’s all been 
worth it in the end. “This place is worth every bit of the effort we’ve 
put in. We wanted to create a space for people to learn about their 
world in an interactive manner, and we have succeeded. We can’t wait 
to open the doors!” 

 Once open, the Exploratory Center will offer classes in how to 
identify dangerous plants in our region and how to react to wild 
animals in the woods, along with studies in caring for coastal 
environments and the animals that live there. In doing so, the Center 
hopes to encourage citizens to help endangered species and preserve 
delicate ecosystems. It also wants to raise safety awareness in its 
outdoor explorers.  

 The festival will offer activities for all ages, including face 
painting, an interactive fountain, sensory play areas for toddlers, a 
playground of science-based structures, an edible garden, stargazing, 
and much more. Local restaurants will be on hand with delicious 
snacks to try. Come join us on Saturday, May 7th from  
10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
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The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 
 

1. Write your answer on separate paper. 
 

2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 
 

2 Suppose there is a tornado approaching the vicinity of an elementary 
school. There are many children outside on the playground. What is 
the best solution for a teacher in this situation?  Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 
 

1. Write your answer on separate paper. 
 

2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 
 

 
 
3 Read the steps for applying and interviewing for a job that are listed 

below. Write the numbers in the correct order from first to last on 
separate paper. 

1. Fill out the job application completely. 

2. Send a thank-you note to the interviewer. 

3. Make sure you meet the qualifications for the job. 

4. Read the whole job listing. 

5. Be on time for the interview. 

6. Dress in neat, professional clothing. 
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1. Read the news article below and write a summary of the information 
presented. Include at least 2 details that explain why the article is 
important. 

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Response fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements of a level 2 performance 

Score 2 
Summary contains one relevant detail stating why the article is important; summary consists of a second 
relevant detail stating why the article is important 

 

 

2. Suppose there is a tornado approaching the vicinity of an elementary 
school. There are many children outside on the playground. What is the 
best solution for a teacher in this situation?  Explain your answer.

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Viable answer with no support 

Score 2 Viable answer with support 

 

 

3.  Read the steps for applying and interviewing for a job that are listed 
below. Write the numbers in the correct order from first to last on 
separate paper. 

1. Fill out the job application completely. 

2. Send a thank-you note to the interviewer. 

3. Make sure you meet the qualifications for the job. 

4. Read the whole job listing. 

5. Be on time for the interview. 

6. Dress in neat, professional clothing. 

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Identifies only 1 to 3 steps correctly 

Score 2 Identifies 4 to 6 steps correctly 
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The selections used in the OCS English Language Arts 
common exams are not released as these selections may 
be used in future common exams. Only the constructed 
response items are released. 
 

The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 
 

1. Write your answer on separate paper. 
 

2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 
 
 
 
1 Read the newspaper article below. 

 Nichols County Mathematics Center has announced its grand opening. 
The  
much-anticipated opening has been delayed for several weeks because 
of an injury on the construction team. Tragedy was avoided by the 
quick thinking of the Emergency Response Team, but an investigation 
was necessary. Despite the delay, general manager Sherry Langosta is 
excited about the opening:  “This place is worth every bit of the effort 
we’ve put in. We wanted to create a space for people to learn about 
their world in an interactive manner, and we have succeeded. We can’t 
wait to open the doors!” 

 Once open, the Mathematics Center will offer social group 
activities such as Sudoku and other logic puzzles, math-enhancement 
classes for all ages, and career-advancement assistance for recent 
college graduates. Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday, 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., and Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 Write a summary of this article, including at least 2 important details. 
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The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 
 

1. Write your answer on separate paper. 
 

2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 
 
 
 
2 Sam is getting ready for school on a cloudy, windy day. He decides to 

wear his new leather jacket. While walking to school, it starts to rain 
hard. By the time Sam gets to school, his new jacket is damaged by 
the rain.  

 What could Sam have done to prevent the damage to his jacket?  
Explain your answer. 

 
 
 

The question you read next will require you to answer in writing. 
 

1. Write your answer on separate paper. 
 

2. Be sure to write your name on each page. 
 
 
 
3 Suppose that a family plans a weekend camping trip in the woods in 

autumn. Create a list of 7 items that the family needs to bring. For 
each item, write why the item needs to be included. 
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1. Read the newspaper article below. 

Nichols County Mathematics Center has announced its grand opening. The 
much-anticipated opening has been delayed for several weeks because of an 
injury on the construction team. Tragedy was avoided by the quick thinking 
of the Emergency Response Team, but an investigation was necessary. 
Despite the delay, general manager Sherry Langosta is excited about the 
opening:  “This place is worth every bit of the effort we’ve put in. We wanted 
to create a space for people to learn about their world in an interactive 
manner, and we have succeeded. We can’t wait to open the doors!” 

Once open, the Mathematics Center will offer social group activities such as 
Sudoku and other logic puzzles, math-enhancement classes for all ages, and 
career-advancement assistance for recent college graduates. Hours of 
operation are Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Friday from  
10 a.m. – 9 p.m., and Saturday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Write a summary of this article, including at least 2 important details. 

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements of a level 2 performance 

Score 2 Provides one relevant detail in the summary; provides a second relevant detail in the summary 

 
 
 

2. Sam is getting ready for school on a cloudy, windy day. He decides to 
wear his new leather jacket. While walking to school, it starts to rain 
hard. By the time Sam gets to school, his new jacket is damaged by the 
rain.  

What could Sam have done to prevent the damage to his jacket?  Explain 
your answer. 

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Fulfills only 1 of 2 requirements for a level 2 response 

Score 2 States what could have been done to prevent the damage to his jacket; provides an accurate explanation 
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3. Suppose that a family plans a weekend camping trip in the woods in 
autumn. Create a list of 7 items that the family needs to bring. For each 
item, write why the item needs to be included.

Score 0 No response or the response does not address the prompt 

Score 1 Provides 1 to 3 items; supports each item with an explanation 

Score 2 Provides 4 to 7 items; supports each item with an explanation 

 


